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Although Cambodia and Cuba have not
been added to the list during this cycle, their
strategic location along major trafficking
routes makes them logical prospects for in-
clusion as major drug transit countries. We
do not yet have sufficient information to
evaluate either country’s importance in the
transit of U.S.-bound drugs. We will be ob-
serving them closely with the possibility of
adding one or both to the list in the future
if the circumstances warrant.

In my letter of January 3, 1994, to your
predecessors, setting forth last year’s list of
major illicit drug producing and drug transit
countries, I noted that we were examining
the possibly significant illicit cultivation of
opium poppies in Central Asia and antici-
pated completion of our assessment by 1995.
Because of technical and resource limita-
tions, we do not yet have useful survey results
on opium cultivation in Central Asia. We
hope to be in a better position to assess the
situation by late 1995.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Mark O. Hatfield, chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gilman,
chairman, House Committee on International Re-
lations; and Bob Livingston, chairman, House
Committee on Appropriations.

Remarks on the Minimum Wage
Initiative
February 3, 1995

Good morning. When we scheduled this
out here, we had a different forecast. [Laugh-
ter] But here we are, the hardy party.
[Laughter]

Today marks the completion of 2 full years
of economic reports in our administration.
This morning the Department of Labor re-
ported that nearly 6 million jobs have come
into our economy since I took office 2 years
ago; 1994 was the best year for job growth
in a decade. The unemployment rate has
dropped 20 percent in the last 2 years, and
the combined rates of unemployment and in-
flation are at a 25-year low. Ninety-three per-
cent of this job growth has been in the private

sector. That’s the highest percentage of pri-
vate sector jobs created in any administration
in half a century, 8 times as many per month
as during the 4 years before I took office.
The majority of these jobs have been created
in higher wage occupations. And in the 12
years before I took office, while our economy
lost 2 million manufacturing jobs, in the last
17 months we have gained 300,000 manufac-
turing jobs.

I’m proud of this record, but I am also
keenly aware of the fact that not all Ameri-
cans have benefited from this recovery, that
too many Americans are still in what the Sec-
retary of Labor has called, ‘‘the anxious
class,’’ people who are working harder for the
same or lower wages.

From the end of World War II until the
late 1970’s, the incomes of all Americans rose
steadily together. When the wealthiest Amer-
icans did better, so did the poorest working
Americans in roughly the same proportion.
But since 1979, the income of the top 20
percent of our people has grown significantly,
while the income of the last 80 percent grew
barely at all or not at all or actually dropped.
Much of the problem in the widening income
gap among working Americans depends
upon whether they have skills or not to com-
pete in the global economy.

A male college graduate today earns 80
percent more than a person with only a high
school degree. That’s why we’ve pursued the
far-reaching education agenda that the Mem-
bers here on this platform have been so ac-
tively involved with, making it easier and
more affordable to get college loans. That’s
why I proposed the middle class bill of rights
to help parents with their children’s edu-
cation and with their own and to improve
the way we provide help to workers who are
trying to get retraining skills.

But another no-less-important part of this
problem is the declining value of full-time
wages for many, many jobs. I believe if we
really honor work, anyone who takes respon-
sibility to work full time should be able to
support a family and live in dignity. That is
the essence of what I meant in the State of
the Union Address and what I have talked
about for 3 years now with the New Cov-
enant. Our job is to create enough oppor-
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tunity for people to earn a living if they’ll
exercise the responsibility to work.

That’s why we fought so hard to expand
the earned-income tax credit, a working fam-
ily tax cut for 15 million families in 1993;
precisely why we’re calling on Congress
today to raise the minimum wage 90 cents
to $5.15 per hour. The only way to grow the
middle class and shrink the underclass is to
make work pay. And in terms of real buying
power, the minimum wage will be a 40-year
low next year if we do not raise it above $4.25
an hour.

If we’re serious—let me say this, too, em-
phatically—if we are serious about welfare
reform, then we have a clear obligation to
make work attractive and to reward people
who are willing to work hard. I hope more
than anything that we will have a genuine
bipartisan, well-founded welfare reform leg-
islation this year that will encourage work and
responsible parenting and independence.
But we cannot hope to have it succeed unless
the people we are asking to work can be re-
warded for their labors.

Let me close with one observation about
recent history. In 1990, Congress raised the
minimum wage according to the exact same
schedule I proposed today, 45 cents a year
for 2 years. That increase was passed by over-
whelming majorities in both Houses with, let
me emphasize, majority support from both
parties. This has always been a bipartisan
issue.

If in 1990, because the minimum wage had
not been raised in such a long time, a Repub-
lican President and a Democratic Congress
could raise the minimum wage, surely, in
1995, facing the prospect that work, full-time
work could be at a 40-year low in buying
power unless we act, a Congress with a Re-
publican majority and a Democratic Presi-
dent can do the same for the American peo-
ple.

Thank you very much. And thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Message to the Congress on Haiti
February 3, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
1. In December 1990, the Haitian people

elected Jean-Bertrand Aristide as their Presi-
dent by an overwhelming margin in a free
and fair election. The United States praised
Haiti’s success in peacefully implementing its
democratic constitutional system and pro-
vided significant political and economic sup-
port to the new government. The Haitian
military abruptly interrupted the consolida-
tion of Haiti’s new democracy when, in Sep-
tember 1991, it illegally and violently ousted
President Aristide from office and drove him
into exile.

2. The United States, on its own and with
the Organization of American States (OAS),
immediately imposed sanctions against the il-
legal regime. Upon the recommendation of
the legitimate government of President
Aristide and of the OAS, the United Nations
Security Council imposed incrementally a
universal embargo on Haiti, beginning June
16, 1993, with trade restrictions on certain
strategic commodities. The United States ac-
tively supported the efforts of the OAS and
the United Nations to restore democracy to
Haiti and to bring about President Aristide’s
return by facilitating negotiations between
the Haitian parties. The United States and
the international community also offered ma-
terial assistance within the context of an
eventual negotiated settlement of the Haitian
crisis to support the return to democracy,
build constitutional structures, and foster
economic well-being.

The continued defiance of the will of the
international community by the illegal re-
gime led to an intensification of bilateral and
multilateral economic sanctions against Haiti
in May 1994. The U.N. Security Council on
May 6 adopted Resolution 917, imposing
comprehensive trade sanctions and other
measures on Haiti. This was followed by a
succession of unilateral U.S. sanctions de-
signed to isolate the illegal regime. To aug-
ment embargo enforcement, the United
States and other countries entered into a co-
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